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WINDOW ROCK-Regarding Resolution CJA-2-16, President Russell Begaye approved appropriations 
for stipends for grazing officials but line-item vetoed a total amount of $854,840 in Exhibit C, Section 2, 
for expenses that were more operational than what could be defined as “stipends”.

The justification President Begaye set forth addressed how the resolution’s appropriation for stipends 
included expenses outside of what “stipends” are defined as, which is generally a fixed sum such as a 
salary or allowance.

In the resolution, the appropriation for stipends also included travel expenses, conference fees and ex-
penses, supplies and mileage.  Amounts such as these were line-item vetoed.

Both President Begaye and Vice President Nez are considering a moratorium on all Undesignated, Un-
reserved Funds (UUF) in consideration of how current oil prices are impacting the budget.  

“We must all be more frugal and prudent in our spending,” President said in his justification. “This means 
less travel and conferences for all the Executive Branch.”

Resolution CJA-2-16 sought approval for supplemental funding from the UUF in the total amount of 
$1,786,340, for stipends for the District Grazing Committee, Eastern Navajo Land Board and Major Irri-
gation Farm Bards.

A copy of President Begaye’s line-item veto memorandum is attached.
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